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by Marian Tremblay and Vincent dc 
Grandprc 

We have been investigating the 
possibility of setting up a new project at 
the Faculty. This initiative consists in 
establishing what we call "resource 
groups" to assist students in difficult and 
theoretical courses offered at the Faculty. 
Such discussion groups, as they arc, 
would be led by students and would be set 
up during the current fall term. 

This project has three distinct 
sources. First, we bodi went on exchange 
to Singapore last year. Our studies at the 
National University of Singapore put us 
in contact with an established tutorial 
system. We were impressed by the 
benefits offered by such groups: a more 
practical outlook gained by looking at 
problems and exams; the possibility of 
discussing policy questions or unresolved 
legal issues; and the advantage of having 
a "second go" at the studied material. 
Second, the education received at the 
Faculty is rather theoretical; once in the 
"real" world, some students may feel 
uncomfortable and lack conlidcncc 
because of their lack ol practical 
knowledge. Our experience working in 
law firms suggests that McGill students, 
although better trained to manipulate 
basic concepts and weigh policy 
arguments, often lack practical, technical 
knowledge as compared with students 
from other universities. Third and linally, 
we believe that there is interest at the 
Faculty in such a program, and that a 



sufficient number of upper-year students 
wish to contribute to our Faculty 
community and lead such resource 
groups. 

Such a project is not the first one of 
its kind at the Faculty: some professors 
already have tutorial groups; some 
students also generously help others 
prepare lor exams by answering questions 
and reviewing past years exam questions. 
Other students seek to promote a sense of 
community at the Faculty. We would like 
to add to these initiatives and apply a 
similar approach to other courses. 



groups would thus operate in various 
manners, depending on the emphasis put 
on the material by the professor in class. 
Furthermore, the resource groups aim at 
offering support without being "quick fix", 
“short cuts” groups; the groups will rather 
try to develop a method to approach the 
studied material. The Faculty encourages 
the resource groups project, but no formal 
recognition will be given for participating 
in the initiative. We perceive the role of 
group leaders as serving as liaison between 
the students involved and the subject- 
matter, and between the class and the 
professor. 



GOALS OF THE PROJECT 



(Continued on pa#e 3) 



The goals of the resource groups 

project arc as follows: 

1) Provide students with tools to 
approach the study of a particular 
subject-matter so as to allow students 
to understand early in the term the 
"logic" of materials presented in 
class; 

2) Btxtsi the "comfort" and confidence 
levels of students learning particular 
fields of law; 

3) Canvass the practical aspects of 
certain fields of law; 

4) Discuss important policy questions 
relevant to particular fields of law; 

5) Foster a sense of community at the 
Faculty by offering upper-year 
students the opportunity of 
contributing to the quality ol 
learning at the Faculty; 

The resource groups will not duplicate 

what is olTcrcd in class. The resource 
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Notes from the Office of 
Undergraduate Studies 

Late course changes. Contrary 
to the information previously 
printed in this space, course 
changes processed by our office 
after 17th September are subject 
to a $25 fee per transaction. 



Student mail boxes in the OUS 
are overflowing ... do come by 
from time to time and take a look 
in your sbt for mail messages, 
sneakers, etc. 



Locker Lists are posted on the 
bulletin board in the Cafeteria. 
Anyone occupying a locker 
assigned to someone else will 
have their lock cut off and their 
possessions removed, so please 
double-check the locker area and 
locker number assigned to you. 

Course Verification period Is 
16-19 October inclusive. The 
Porter’s Desk outside Moot 



Court will be set up daily from 09:30- 
16:30 for you to check your record. 
First term examination numbers will also 
be issued at this time. Sony' ... no I.D. 
card, no verification. Remember, your 
record is your responsibility. Take the 
time and check your record carefully to 
ensure you are meeting Obligatory and 
Complementary (Semi-obligatory) 
requirements for your programme. This 
is particularly crucial for those students 
who intend to participate in an Exchange 
programme during their final >ear. 

Calendar of Events 

October 12: Wainright Lecture: 

Prof. Philippe Jestaz from l’lnstitut 
universitaire de France will be 
speaking on “La parente” at 1 7h3() 
in Moot Court. 

Quid Stuff 

Those who have submitted articles 
to the Quid (even if many moons 
have passed since your last 




submission; George 

Tomossy, LLBI??) can 
retrieve their disks from the 
Quid box in the LSA. 



SUBMISSIONS/ 
SOI IMISSIONS 

N’oubliez pas que la date 
limite pour soumettre un 
article est le Lundi matin a 
10 heures. 

You can submit articles 
through E-mail. Our address 
is simply: QUID. Or submit 
articles on diskettes. Please 
write your articles on 
WordPerfect 5.1 or on 
Microsoft Word 6.0 and 
deposit the diskettes in the 
Quid Novi box in the L.S.A. 
office. We will make sure 
your diskettes get back to 
you. 
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(Continued from page l) 

CONCEPT OF RESOURCE 
CROUPS ELABORATED 

1) The project offers students in their 
second, third and fourth years the 
possibility of meeting three time s 
during the term in a small 
discussion group (ideally 10-15 
persons, depending on student 
response), 

2) The resource groups are discussion 
groups led by upper-year students 
who have already taken the class 
and have gained a certain level of 
fluency in and comfort with the 
subject-matter. 

3) All courses taught at the Faculty, 
except first year courses, arc 
targeted. However, the needs of the 
Foundations classes could also be 
addressed. 

4) Without affecting the generality of 
the project, it is believed that 
student demand would be greatest 
in the following courses: Judicial 
Institutions and Civil Procedure, 
Common Law Properly I, Business 
Associations, Taxation, Evidence, 
Contracts 1, Torts I, Obligations IA, 
Civil Law Property IA, Private 
International Law, Commercial 
Transactions, Equity and Trusts. 

5) An e-mail was circulated among 
Faculty members during the week 
of September 25th. The letter 
introduced the program, and asked 
professors whether they were 
interested in offering advice to a 
student leading such a group. The 
professors teaching the 
aforementioned courses were 
approached in person. During the 
same week, upper-year students 
were also asked whether they were 
interested in leading such resource 
groups. By the time this Quid Novi 
is released, we hope to have lound 
most resource group leaders. 

6) The first meetings would lake place 
at the earliest during the week ol 
Monday October 9th. The meetings 
would last approximately one hour 
and a half. The goal of the first 
meeting is to allow the group leader 
to present his or her vision of the 
entire course synthetically, as one 
understands a subject-matter on the 



eve of a well-prepared exam. 
General outlines could be 
distributed. The following 
questions could be answered: 

- What arc the major themes of the 
course? 

- What are the relevant social, 
economic and political factors 
affecting the law? 

- What textbooks or other library 
resources arc available? 

- How do you conduct research in 
that field? What tools arc available? 
This first meeting is a confidence 
building exercise. 

7) A second meeting will take place 
during the week of October 23rd. 
This meeting will be a discussion 
designed to exchange views on 
policy issues (eg, in Evidence, 
Taxation, Torts or Business 
Associations). The session may also 
serve to canvass practical aspects of 
a particular field of law (eg, in 
Judicial Institutions and Civil 
Procedure, Property or Private 
International Law). Group leaders 
who worked in law firms arc 
encouraged to share their practical 
experience or ask practitioners to 
come share their experience. 

This second meeting is a 
praclical/interest building exercise. 

8) A third meeting will take place 
during the month of November 
(possibly during the week of 
November 27th). This final session 
aims at clarifying issues, answering 
questions, preparing students to 
face practical problems and 
building confidence. Past exam 
questions may be surveyed. A 
professor may be invited to answer 
a problem assignment previously 
distributed to members of the 
group. 

This third meeting is a 
consolidation exercise. 

9) During or alter the last group 
meeting, students, both members 
and leaders, will be asked for 
feedback about this project. 

INTERESTED? 

Interested in joining this initiative? 
We would like to hear from you... If you 
are interested in being part of a resource 
group, sign-up sheets will be circulated 



ky ? 

in class during the relevant courses. We 
will also set up a sign-up table in the Pit on 
Wednesday during lunch hour. Interested in 
becoming a resource group leader? Please 
gel in touch with us. We need your input 
and comments to make this project a 
success. 

Marian can be reached in person at 
the L.S.A. office or by e-mail (trcmbl_m). 
Vincent can be reached in person, by 
phone (279-8373) or by e-mail (dcgran_v). 
We look forward to hearing from you! 



SOIR D'ETUDE 



par Emilie Nelligan 

BCLIII 

Ah! comme l'etudiante a etudie! 

Ma table est un jardin de livres. 

Ah! comme l’etudiante a etudie! 
Qu’est-ce que le spasme de vivre 
Aux lectures que j’ai, que j'ai! 

Tous les loisirs sont termines, 

Mes nuits sont blanches: Que lis-je? 
que sais-je? 

Tous mes espoirs gisent geles: 

C’est la nouvelle vie estudiantine 
D’ou le bon temps s'en est alle. 

Pleurez, etudiants epuises, 

Au sinistre ennui des cours, 

Pleurez, etudiants epuises, 

Pleurez les heures, pleurez les jours, 
Qui vous separent de l’ete. 

Ah! comme l’etudiante a etudie! 

Ma table est un jardin de livres. 

Ah! comme l’etudiante a etudie! 
Qu'est-ce que le spasme de vivre. 



N-o v* 




Guy Lachapelle DCL III 

L'OOicc Franco-Ouchxois pour la ieuncssc 

A chaquc anncc, l'Officc Franoo^^uebccois pour la 
jcunesse poursuit sa mission dc cooperation cl dc 
formation cn oflrant la possibility aux jcuncs 
Qucbocois a Qu&ocoiscs cl aux jcuncs Francois a 
Frangaiscs ages dc 18 a 35 ans dc participcr a dcs 
stages dc formation acadcmiqucs ou professionnds 
dans unc varictc dc domainc tel lc commerce, les 
commimicalions, la culture, lc droit international, 
fenvironnement, l'integration-inscrtion, lc 
management, les sciences el technologies cl lc 
tourisme. 

Jaimerais prendre quclqucs minutes dc voire 
temps pcxjr vous entretenir dc I'opportunitc qu’un 
groupc dc jcuncs juristes, au nombre dcsqucls 
jetais, a cu eel etc d'clTcaucr un href sejour cn 
France afin d'assistcr au eolloque organise par la 
Socictc Frangaisc dc Droit International qui s'csl 
tenu a Nice du 30 mai au 7 juin 1995 a qui avait 
pour litre «La reorganisation mondiale dcs 
cchanges: problcmcs juridiqucs». Ayant etc 
selectionncs par 1'OfIicc FranayQuebcatis pour la 
jcunesse suite a un appd dc candidatures pour un 
stage deludes, nous avons cu la chance dc 
constilucr unc panic dc la delegation qucbccoise 
presen tc au eolloque dc la SFDI. Cette delegation, 
sous 1'cgidc dc I'OFQJ, etait Gomposcc dc sepi 
jcuncs etudianis cn droit ou avocats ayant cn 
commun, entre autrcs, un intcrci marque pour lc 
sujel du eolloque, soil lc Droit international 
Economiquc. Dans les lignes qui suivent jc vous 
presen tcrai brievement mes commcntaircs 
rclativcmcnt a eel cvcncmcni 

Lc volet acadcmiquc a professional 

Vouloir qualifia lc volet acadcmiquc a 
profcssionncl du eolloque dc la SF.D.I. m'amcne a 
soulignar 1’cxcdlcncc dc I'cnsanblc dcs 
conferences qui au cu lieu duranl cellc courtc 
periode a la quality dc I'txganisalion misc cn plate 
pour accucillir les participants nombreux a 
intercsscs. Lc Colloquc s'csl cn chd rcvelc cue dc 
tres haut niveau. Les plus grands specialties du 
Doit International Eoonomique etaient presents, 
que oc soil a titre dc cunfcrcncicrs, dc punclistcs ou 
dc participants. La prcscntatiai du ixxjvcau cadre 
nonnatif Gau <4-0MC, Ictudc dc danaincs ou dc 
scctcurs plus spedliques dc ces ententes, tic mcmc 



les critiques formulas a 1'cgard dc cc nouvd 
cnsanblc dc regies sc sont averces bicn articulccs 
d d'un intcrci certain pour dcs Qudccois plus 
souvent qu'a leur tour expose a l’analysc nerd- 
amcricaine. Dans cc contcxtc I'analysc quclquc 
peu «curocentrcc>> misc dc Favant fut ires 
rafraichissantc. 

Etant donne que mat champs deludes pole sur 
lc rcglancnt dcs litiges canmaciaux il dail 
nonnal que les sujels abordcs au cours dc la 
trolsicincjoumccsasdlcnichcz moi un vifintdet 
Les exposes dc messieurs Renouf a Canal- 
Forgucs ainsi que ccux dc madamc Burdatu a dc 
monsieur Roessla furcnt tres stimulants a vinrcnt 
soulcvcr nanbre dc qucstiais quant a la misc cn 
oeuvre a a la place qu'occupcront les nouveaux 
mccanismcs dc rcglancnt dcs di Heralds au 
niveau multilateral. Celle panic du eolloque 
m’aura foumit plusicurs clcmaiLs tic reparses 
dins lc aidrc dc mes rochachcs actucllcs. 

Lc Colkxiuc a cgalancnl permis aux ptirticipaiits 
dc faire la rencontre dc plusicurs ctudiants 
curopccns ocuvrant dans lc tkxnainc ties relations 
ccaianiqucs iniemationalcs a d’cchtinga au 
sujet tie nos rochcrchcs rc^xxuvcs. Nous avons cu 
la possibility dc laire la connalssancc a tic discutcr 
avee plusicurs profcsscurs dcs mccanismcs dc 
regia noit dcs litiges au scin dc l'OMC cl avons 
pu posa ccrtaincs questions au dirccteur du 
service juritlique du GATT. Nous nous fclicitais 
aicorc d’avoir pu rcncontra dc tdlcs sarunilcs 
dans leur danainc a dc participcr a un 
cvcnancnt d’unc Idle quality. 

Lc vola socio-culturd a cchantic franco- 
quebccds 

Notre sejour cn France aura familiarise noire 
groupc avoc dcs fayens dc faire plus lypiquanait 
fran^iisc ou a ttxit lc moins curopccnnc. Ntxis 
avons pu ccnstatcr a quel point la hierarchic cst 
annijircscntc dans les rdations ties diflcraits 
inlervcnants du milieu juritlique a acadcmiquc. 11 
nous a sanblc qu’il s'agissait la d'un milieu 
rclativancnt ferine ou n'entre pas t|ui vcuL 
ToulcfoLs, cc fonnalismc n'aura pas anpechc 
I ctablisscmcnt dc contacts intdessants avee dcs 
participants autrcs que ccux dc noire delegation 
au eolloque. 

Jc desire souligna dautre part a qud point unc 




telle participation cn groupc a un eolloque a 
l’cxlcricur du Qudxx a fadlilc l'cial)lissancni dc 
rclatitxis intcrpcrsonndles au scin mcmc dc la 
delegation, relations qui sc poursuivront a I'avcnir 
a sc traduiront par unc conccrtation dans noire 
travail. La dccouvcrtc cn groupc dcs musccs, dc la 
gastronomic fran^alsc a dc rarricrc-pays dc octic 
magnifique region tic la France aura etc dcs plus 
cnrichissantc au niveau personnd a aura pcrmisc 
dc nc pas limiter la misc cn carunun d'intaets au 
scul domainc ties aelivitcs profcssionndlcs. 

Dans un autre ordre d’idcc, il nc laul pus oublia tic 
men lion ner la tres grande hospitality dcs 
rcsponsablcs dcs residences univositaircs ou nous 
avons sejoume. Leur attention constantc a noire 
egard aura rendu noire sejour chcz cux tres 
agreablc. 

Modalites tie txirticipation au stage 

Lc coul tic participation au stage est dc 350, 00$, il 
comprcnd lc billet d'avicn alla-rctcxir 
Montrcal-ParLs (il esi possible a ccrtaincs 
contL liens tie pxoltxiga la durcc du sejour au-dcla 
dc la date oflicicllc dc fin dc stage sans frais 
sup})lancntaircs), l'inscrijXitxi au stage, la 
pranicrc nuit d'hebaganent, fassurancc-vic a 
I'ussurancc complancntairc. Lc stagiairc doit tie 
plus tlefraya les couts dhebaganent, dc transport, 
tic ixxirriture a dc dqxnscs personnel les pendant 
la durcc du sejour. 

Les ciutliants tlcsirant oblenir plus dc ilctaiLs quant 
aux aelivitcs dc l'Oflice ou unc description dcs 
dincrcnis programmes olTcrts a dcs modalites 
allercntcs aux stages peuvent s'atlrcssa a l'OHicc 
Fraiico-Qucbeoois pour la jcunesse, 1441, boul 
Rcnc-Lcvesquc Oucst, bureau 301, Montreal 
(Quebec) H3G 1T7 Tcleplionc, 873-4255 ou sans 
frais au Quebec 1-8004654255, Tclcapicur 
(514)873-0)67. 

En conclusion 



Tous les manbres du groupc ont dil avoir 
grandanait apprccic ccttc experience qui s'csl 
avcroc tres cnrichissantc tant au niveau 
acatlemiquc a profcssionncl que personnel. Nous 
nc pouvons que souhaitcr que plusicurs auues 
jcuncs aiail la chance, canmc nous, d’avoir aoccs 
a cc tyjK d’axpcricncc. 




Don McGowan, LLB III 
First, the rant. 

I picked up the forms for competitive 
mooting this week because, unlike last 
year, there were signs telling us they were 
available. This leads me to two 
“observations”. 

1. Why do you need my marks to tell 
whether or not I can moot? If you’re in 
third or fourth year, you have received 
exactly 1/2 credit based on your ability to 
plead a case; if you’re in second year, you 
haven’t even got that. Why should the fact 
that I got a C in Obs II make me unable to 
do a criminal law moot? You may think, 
“Pantoufle, the fact that you got a C in 
Obs II means that even people who can’t 
read French beat you,” but that doesn’t 
change much either (except to remind me 
that, as always, having done the reading is 
a ^advantage). 

Stop asking for our marks. You’re the 
ones who set the exams; you know how 
little they have to do with reality. 

(Then again, maybe I wouldn’t be 
complaining if my GPA was higher than 
2.93. But I’d like to think I would.) 

2. Can we slop using Young v. Young ? It 
doesn’t take a rocket scientist to know 
that, the more times you get to plead the 
same case, the better you’ll do. Using the 
same factum for every tryout gives some 
people an advantage, just because they 
know what’s likely to come, from the 
judges For example, second-years who try 
out for the Bar Prize Moot in the spring 
will have an advantage over their peers if 
they have already had one kick at this 
factum. That shouldn’t be the case. In real 
courts, there is this thing called res 
judicata, which means you won’t ever get 
to plead the same case twice (wow! I did 
learn something in NCP). But then again, 
nothing else in law school has anything to 
do with the real world; why should this be 
any different? 

This being said, maybe I shouldn’t 
complain. After all, I still have my old 
Young v. Young notes from last year, so I 
don’t have to do as much work this time. 



I’ve tried out for moots before shouldn’t 
give me an advantage. 

There. The rant’s over. 

The McGill Symphony 

Or, Pantoufle goes uptown. 

On Friday, The Lovely Susannc™ got 
tickets for the two of us to go to the 
McGill Symphony and sec them do a 
Stravinsky concerto and Bruckner’s 
Seventh. 

Believe it or not, they weren’t bad. A 
little workmanlike, but tight and skilled. 
And cheap! $2.50 per person! And unless 
you’re from Vienna, they’re probably 
better than the symphony from your 
town. 

Sure, Pollock Hall isn’t the best venue on 
earth. It looks a little bit loo much like a 
high school gym, and the stage isn’t quite 
big enough to hold an entire symphony 
orchestra. But it’s got pretty good 
acoustics, and that’s better than 
anywhere the Skit Nitc Band gets to play. 

(Personal to Hiroko: I looked for you 
onstage, but you weren’t there. Sniffle.) 

Pantoufle gives this one a hearty 
endorsement. Because it’s McGill’s 
175lh birthday coming up next year 
(yeah, like you didn’t notice), there’s lots 
to see and hear in the coming months. I 
strongly suggest you contact the Music 
faculty (I don’t know the number, and 
I’m too lazy to look it up - call 4455 and 
ask) if you’re at all interested in good 
stuff cheap. 

There. Now I’ve actually reviewed 
something tasteful this year. For this, you 
have The Lovely Susanne™ to thank. 
Like I said, she made me go to the 
symphony. 

And so I made her go to l lackers. 

Hackers 

Johnny Pneumonia, move over. A new 
champion is in town. 

Without a doubt, this is the worst movie 
I have ever seen. Even Mortal Kornbat 
had a better plot, and it’s based on a 



video game! 

It’s got the no-name actors. Who the hell 
arc these people? Who cast them? Why 
docs the woman look like she put on her 
makeup by painting the wall and then 
running into it with her face? She wore 
blue eye shadow, for the love of Norman 
Rockwell and the Lettcrmcn! 

It’s got the cheesy computer effects. Why 
is it that every computer movie tries to 
make itself look like Tronl The whole idea 
of computer data being stored in 
skyscrapers of information was pretty bad, 
but at the end of the movie we sec the evil 
bad guy walking through the skyscrapers. 
Like they were the actual architecture of 
an actual supercomputer! And the “dream 
sequences” arc cither incongruous or just 
stupid. George reminds me that I have to 
mention the nipple. I’m sure it was a good 
touch, but probably not on her. 

It’s got the nasty dialogue: 

“This is loo much machine for you.” 

“RISC architecture is way cool.” 

“There won’t be a trial. Your mom 
will go straight to jail.” 

“We’ve got a rabbit in the kernel.” 
“Give it a Hu shot!” 

(For those of you who aren’t nerds like 
me, this doesn't mean anything! It’s like 
saying, “It’s criminal to civil law tort 
someone without valid consideration.” 
The words arc all the right jargon, but 
they don’t go in the same conversation.) 

It’s got the stupid characters. From the 
little 12-ycar old smoker to the tall skinny 
guy with the braids who uses faux- 
California slang reminiscent of Pauly 
Shore in Encino Man (which, 
incidentally, is better than this film), these 
people can't possibly exist. At least, I 
certainly hope they can’t. 

There’s only one redeeming feature. I 
made ten people sec this movie with me! 
For full price! And I’m sure you were all 
thinking the same thing: 

“I could have gone to Showgirls .” 



Which I’ll sec this week. 







jllctoftef tl): Emancipation or Requiem, ^ 



John Saywcll, BCL-III 

Regardless of the side one takes in 
the coming referendum, the debate can't 
leave one indifferent to the future 
partnership between Quebec and its 
neighbours. 

The proponents of independence 
search for more freedom (constitutional 
authority) to protect their identity and 
fulfill their particular aspirations as a 
people. Independence they say, 
synonymous with freedom and dignity, is 
a positive step toward achieving the 
renaissance and development of a distinct 
society. The Belanger-Campeau 
Commission recommendations were 
barely enough for those who feel their 
distinct society needs a strong legal foot 
to stand on. 

The opponents of independence 
have more pressing concerns: Where will 
I collect my pay check? What will 
happen to my mortgage rates? What 
passport will I use to visit family in 
Toronto? Business leaders have more 
articulate concerns: What will happen to 
the Canadian dollar and my stock 
portfolio? Who will rent my vacant office 
building? Allophoncs arc concerned 
about their language rights. The disciples 
of Trudeau’s biculturalist vision feel 
insulted by the challenge and perhaps a 
bit embarrassed by this lingering sign of 
failure. Independence they all say, 
synonymous with separation, is a 
negative step in the destruction of their 
Canada. The Mccch Lake provisions 
were too destabilizing for their strong 
centralist or at least bi-polar view of 
Canada. 

Obviously, the issue turns on the 
diametrically opposed ethnocentric views 
of the state: The Quebec nationalist 
minority, true to its hot-blooded and 
principled Latin origins, secs the state 
much like the civil law itself: a statement 
of integrity, cultural continuity, an 
expression of identity wrapped in a social 
contract. The English federalist minority 



on the other hand, true to its pragmatic 
and austere British origins, sec its 
country like the Common Law form of 
action, a simple vehicle to be used in 
achieving an end, that end being 
individual rights, economic productivity, 
accumulation of wealth, standing. It is 
no coincidence then that 88% of 
members of the Conscil du patronal arc 
reported to be pro-federalist while the 
labour movement and the arts 
community has traditionally sided with 
the nationalists. It is just as indicative 
now as it was in 1837 when the local 
Scottish and Irish common folk joined 
forces with the rural "patriots" rising in 
arms against the British aristocratic 
"imperialists". The the division has 
never been one of language as much as 
communication. 

My family is spread from 
Vancouver Island to downtown Toronto, 
including six sections of prairie in 
Glasncvin, Saskatchewan. I watched the 
October crisis in my youth on English 
CBC in Toronto. I was confronted w ith 
die impenetrable question "What docs 
Quebec want? in 2nd year poli-sci at 
U.B.C. After 20 years spent in uni- 
cultural Quebec City, bi-cultural 
Montreal and a-cullural Ottawa, I can 
only attest that the English federalist 
minority has very little sense of what 
distinct society means to Quebec 
nationalists. "Distinct", says Canada’s 
British constitution, is illegal even 
though it is legitimate (Gilbert v. Quebec 
1 1995 J). "Unilateral centralization", 
says Canada’s British constitution, is 
illegitimate but it is legal (Constitutional 
reference [ 1981 ]). The two minorities 
arc thus in a face off, federalism with the 
legal authority of the status quo, 
nationalism with the legitimacy of the 
principle of self-determination. The gap 
between the two minorities has so far 
proven insurmountable. 

The first question is then: Who 
composes the majority in the middle and 
do they care? Certainly, everyone cares 
about jobs and economic security; 



everyone is wary of an uncertain future. 
Furthermore, first and second generation 
immigrants have little exposure to nor 
empathy for Quebec’s distinct society. 
And anyone who has acquired financial 
independence through hard work will not 
lightly risk the fruits of his or her labour. 
French Canadians who have been 
disenchanted with Quebec society for any 
number of reasons have little interest in 
turning the clock back. And those French 
Canadian's who have achieved success 
and power through alliances with English 
commercial and political institutions, 
have demonstrated their prowess at 
embraced the English view of the world. 
As a question of fact, this significant 
majority has every reason to reject the 
independence proposals of Quebec’s 
distinct society. 

The remaining question is 
therefore: So what? Once the 
antagonistic federalists and the 
disinterested majority have defeated 
Quebec nationalism ("crush them" said 
one campaigner with Johnson) what role 
will be left for Quebec within Canadian 
federalism? Will Quebec nationalism 
likely (hopefully?) continue to lose 
ground through immigration and 
attrition, the two principal tools of 
assimilation? Will the strength of the 
primary voice of "French Canada" slowly 
seep into irrelevance. Will the Black 
Sheep of the Canadian experiment 
become whitewashed. And finally, will 
Canada ever be a happy peaceful nation 
where the economy will flourish under 
the gracious paternalism of Peace, Order 
and Good Government. We could then 
do away with the expensive and largely 
irrelevant bilingualism programs 
throughout English Canada and Sault 
Stc. Marie will come out a winner. 

Quebec, like Louisiana, will harmlessly 
hail its civil code like an empty token: 
"Vive la diffrcnce!" 

It is no doubt possible to Like a 
people and, like with a bonsai, trim back 
its roots and redefine its form. It is 

(Continued on page 7) 
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(Continued from page 6) 

possible to take a unique Latin, French, 
catholic, north amcrican community and 
confine its freedom by monopolizing 
foreign policy, infiltrating education 
policy through subsidy conditions, 
harmonizing health standards and the 
social safety net, and predetermining its 
economic opportunities through 
international trade regulation. In short, it 
is possible to take a community and have 
it behave and appear any way we want. 
Not to worry! Like the bonsai, the will to 
survive will enable that community to 
endure. 



But is endurance compatible with 
dignity and natural justice? If trees had 
standing, would bonsai's be in violation 
of the Charter? After our deplorable 
record with aboriginal groups, docs 
English Canada want to disenfranchise 
Quebec and assume yet another fiduciary 
responsibility? 

My time of reckoning has come. 
As part of the disinterested majority I 
cannot claim to be moved by fervent 
nationalism in my veins. I cannot ignore 
that 1 have children to feed and a 
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Great news! Our faculty is actually producing 
future lawyers. They may not be able to parallel 
cite, but they can play golf! Close to 20 students 
participated in the first annual McGill Golf 
Oassic at Saturday die 23rd of September. Tliey 
liad lie opportunity to play with lawyers from 
O'Gilvy Renault and Lapointe, with whom tliey 
exchanged law games stories and gold 
tediniques! A special tlianks nusl be said to 
Bycr's Casgrain, Desjardin Ducliarme and 
Hecnan Blaikic wiiocacli sponsored a liole at llie 
tournament and liclp to make tills event possible. 
To be brief, the Qassic was a liole in one. 

Vous vous rappelcz sans doute nos exploits de 



l’anncc dcrnierc a l'occasion du Malpractice 
Cup. Connie nous n'avons rien a craindre cn ec 
qui a trait aux "drinking games"(c'cst ec qui ixxls 
a sauve la vie fan dernier...), je fals done appel a 
tous les spoilifs de la faculte pour nous assurer 
que celte armcc encore les cludiants de medocine 
subironl unc defaite cuisantc. Les con petitions 
auront lieu le fin de semaine du 2 1 -22 octobre. H 
cst tenps de leur monirer que rxxis pouvons 
gagner autre dxise que les eludes conparalives 
sur le stress! 

Now, a nnch iixtc serious Kpic... Law Games. 
Rx those of you wfxi don't loxiw wiial Law 



tyi 

hypothec to pay. But I can only find 
respect for my neighbours and 
recognition of Quebec’s rightful place in 
the sun. The world has seen far worse 
struggles than this civilized and sensible 
divorce. Will my conscience direct me to 
place the freedom and dignity of a special 
people above my middle class comforts? 
Should the principles of equity and 
natural justice prevail over the rigour of 
the law of man and the compelling 
attraction of the status quo? Did I come 
to Quebec to hail this society or to bury 
it? 
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Gomes are. Ids just say tliat one Prof, allied it a 
maratlxxi of llie liver (you slxxild almost get 
credits fix tliat!). Yes, maybe ytxill miss a few 
classes aixl yes you might come back felling 
"different" but keep in mind tliat it's llie event 
evay law student slxxild experience annually. A 
party with 2(XX) law students from aaoss llie 
country Is something tliat can't be described, it can 
only be experienced. * Registrations will take 
place during llie week of llie 1 6th of Odober in 
the pit during lunch time. 



Alexandra Otis Sports coordinator 
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Thanks to a heroic performance by 
their defence, the Legal Eagles have yet 
to have a point scored against them in the 
1995 football season. Last Saturday, the 
Eagles earned their second consecutive 
win in a 19-0 shutout of the Beer 
Environs. 

For the defensive squad, it was a 
day of pride and pain. Midway through 
the first half, defensive lineman Jacquc 
Duguay appeared to suffer a season- 
ending injury when he was helped from 
the field with a dislocated shoulder. 
While defensive captain Kiri Vanikiotis 
scrambclcd to find a replacement, 
Duguay look matters into his own hands 
- literally. As slack-jawed teammates 



looked on in disbelief, Dugay re-set his 
shoulder and lumbered back onto the 
field. Elsewhere on defense, newcomer 
Peter Blagojevich earned his keep in the 
backfield hauling down an interception 
and recovering a fumble. 

On offense, quarterback James 
Murdoch took to the air in another rack- 
cm-up performance. Murdoch completed 
seven of eight attempts and threw for 
two touchdowns. Veteran receiver Russ 
Chong relumed to the line-up after a 
pre-season injury and wasted little time 
in making his mark. In llie first minute of 
llie game, Chong blew by defenders and 
caught two passes - his second for a 
touchdown. Later Murdoch praised his 



long-time colleague and potential 
mooting partner, "it's great to have Russ 
back in the line-up. We work well 
together." Offensive stand-out Mike 
Ranger scored llie final two touchdowns 
to put the game out of reach for the 
hapless Beer Environs. 

The Legal Eagles play their final 
two games of llie regular season on 
Saturday, October 14, 1995 and Sunday, 
October 15, 1995 on the Lower Campus 
Field (near the Roddick Gates). Game 
time is 4:00 p.m. 

Spectators arc welcome and much 
appreciated! 
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Quelques pourquois ... 

(Continued from page 1) 

le comploir mais un sculcmcni affcctd 
au service des usagers. Et j’ai cu le 
souvenir de lcur cooperation lorsqu’ils 
m’envoient chcrchcr le call number dc 
la revue dc droit de McGill, qui, ils le 
savent bicn, cst JOURNAL. Si vous 
croycz que e’est une tautologie... vous 
avez raison. 

L’annde demidre, dans ma 
grande naivete, j’ai cru ma tutrice 
quand ellc m’a dit que les 
bibliolhecaircs avaient, pour la plupart, 
un dipldmc cn droit. Est-cc vrai? Jc 
pnSRrc n’en pas jugcr. Mais pour nc 
pas savoir que SCR signific cc que 
vous savez, cc diplomc doit dater dc 
rdpoque ou les jugcmcnls dc la Cour 
Supreme etaient courts, i.c dc 1’epoquc 
ou la roue n'etait pas invcntec. (Merei 
it Jody pour ccltc belle mdlaphorc). 

En un mot, cc rctour aux classes 
fut pour moi un choc. J’ai parie h 
plusicurs nouveaux, ils sont tous 



charmants. J’ai ccpcndant entendu dire 
que certains d’cnlrc cux refusaient dc 
prcter leurs notes dc cours & leurs 
confreres demunis. Jc n’ai qu’un mot 
& lcur dire: Pardonncz-lcur, car ils nc 
savent pas cc qu’ils font. La scmainc 
du memo approchc h grands pas, et 
ccux qui ne manqueront aucun cours 
durant cette periodc devraient ctre 
admis immedialcmcnt au Barreau. Dc 
toulcs fagons, si vous croycz que voire 
maturite sc devcloppcra durant les 
prochaincs annecs, jc veux simplcmcnt 
vous rappclcr que jc nc connais aucun 
adolescent qui ecoutc Watatatow, 
mais qu’un grand nombre d’etudiants 
universitaircs dc mon entourage le 
font. Qutidiennement. Watatatow: un 
scul cssai et vous sercz convaincu. 
Sauf si vous ecoutcz les Simpsons h 5 
heures. 

Voila done certains faits 
marquants de ce debut d’annec. J’ai 
aussi daigne me questionner sur la 
raison ultime pour laqucllc j’ai six fois 
plus dc lectures cn Minorities (2 



credits) qu’en Special K (3 credits). 
Cette question nc peut etre rdsolue 
qu’en sachanl quelle correlation i 
cxislc entre mes efforts, ma 
comprehension dc la mati6rc, la qualitd 
dc mon travail, et ma note finale, e’est- 
jt-dirc aucunc. A ccla, on ajoutc le 
nombre dc jugements de la Cour 
Supreme & lire et on divisc par le 
nombre minimal dc bicrcs qu’on a bucs 
au dernier Coffee House (minimal 
signifiant avant qu’on cn perde 
totalcmcnt le complc). Bonne session! 

P.S. Savez-vous pourquoi la 
guerre des motards fait rage 
presentement? Parcc qu’il faut tout 
terminer avant dc ranger les motos pour 
l’hivcr! 

P.S.2. Savez-vous pourquoi les 
fcnctrcs du fond des autobus nc 
s’ouvrcnl que particllcmcnt? C’est 
pour dvitcr qu’on respire trop de 
monoxyde dc carbonc & chaque fois. 
Ainsi, au lieu dc nous tucr 10 fois, ils 
pourront nous tuer 20 fois! 
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